Lower Saucon Township
Parks & Recreation Board Agenda
December 7, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m.

10.

The Township Building remains closed to the public.
This meeting will be held through a Zoom teleconferencing link.
Information to join the meeting will be provided on our website.

Call to Order
Roll Call

Approval of November 2. 2020 Minutes

Presentations

Citizen Non-Agenda Items

Updates
. Little Free Library at Southeastern Park

. Little Free Library at Steel City Park

Special Event Applications — None

0ld Business

New Business
. Woodland Hills Signage

Adjournment

Next Meeting: February 1, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m.




November 2, 2020 Lower Saucon Township 7:00 P.M.,

Park & Rec Minutes
1. Meeting Called to Order — The meeting was called to order by David Spirk at 7:02 p.m. via Zoom.
2, Roll Call - Present — David Spirk, Chairman; Niloofar Aflatooni, Atom Kallen, Katrina Schreefer, and

Frank Thompson, Members;, Colin Griffith, Mason Simms, Junior Council Members; Brenda Detweiler,
Township Administrative Assistant.

Absent — Tom Butera, Bill Ross, Members; Jason Banonis, Couneil Liaison; Breanna Kemmerer, Junior
Council Member,

3. Approval of October 5, 2020 Minutes — Frank Thompson moved for approval of the October 5, 2020
minutes, second by Atom Kallen. Motion passed 5-0 (Tom Butera, Bill Ross — Absent).

4. Presentations — None
5. Citizen Non-Agenda Items — None
0. Updates

e Little Free Library at Southeastern Park — N_q__upddtes at this time. Dave & Tom did not have
time to get the design together. Sihe
s Little Free Library at Steel City Park — No updates at thls time

7. Special Event Applicaticns — None
8. 1d Business — None
9, New Business

¢ Review of Pavilion & Special Events Pohcv = Dave Spirk 1ead over the application & special
events policies from surrounding areas that was emailed_t_o..th_e Parks & Rec committee. He would
have to say that. LiowerSaucon Township has the most exhaustive legalese, definitions, and
directions than anybody ‘He would also like to add if there were things done wrong by the group
that rented the pavilion last month, they shouldn’t change the rules just because of one incident. He
doesn’t like a knee-jerk 1edct10n to change rules because they felt like they were misled in any way.
Atom Kallen asked if it was a matter of the rules being changed or the current rules being enforced.
Dave clarified Atom’s: questlon by saying if someone wanted to come in and rent a pavilion, he’s
assuming that they’re going to take them on their word & allowed to rent it. He gave an example of
+himself renting a pavilion for his daughter’s birthday, with his intention to have 20 family & friends
i7" there. He receives the reservation & 200 people end up turning up. He asked Atom if he meant that
- ithe Township did somethmg wrong in that example or Dave did something wrong. Atom said it
‘wasn’t a matter of someone doing something wrong, but whether or not they were talking about
enacting new rules going forward or enforcing the current rules they have in place. Dave said he
was suggesting that they don’t need to change the rules. They are very exhaustive, especially
compared 10 neighboring municipalities. As far as he knows, there were no citations given or laws
broken. Ma’y’be they did have more people than goes under a normal reservation, some swearing
was going on & parking on the grass. There were probably some rules broken. Is the question how

do we enforce ‘that when it’s happening? Atom said no, as that would be a police matter, not for
Parks & Rec. He thinks the issue was what do they do now that something has happened. Katrina
Schreefer said that she sat in on the Council meeting to hear what their weigh in was on it. She said

it sounded like it was up to the police to enforce the rules. She’s not sure what the Parks & Rec
Board can do, as they’re not in a spot to fine anyone. They’re not in a position to enforce rules.
Atom said that it seemed like in the rules & guidelines that denying access to the facility in the
future was one of the only things the Township could do, other than levy a fine if there were
damages. He doesn’t think there were damages. Katrina said her concern is that’s the precedent
they set when moving forward. If they say there were just a few general rules that were broken, it
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wouldn’t be fair to change it for another group. Whatever they do in this instance needs to be equal
treatment for someone else. Atom said if all it comes down to is keeping the past behavior in mind,
should they ever attempt to rent the pavilion in the future, that may be all they can do is remember
what it was like dealing with them in the past. Katrina said she did see that Upper Saucon
Township had an arca addressing pavilion rentals that included larger groups. It said that it needed
to go to PRC if there were more than 150 people. They would make sure there was enough parking
available, there were no other scheduled events at the park, consider the wear & tear of the park
facilities, and whether the park could reasonably accommodate that many people. It could be
something that’s added in to our pavilion rentals, at a certain size. She agrees with Dave that they
shouldn’t make it a hassle for someone renting it for a small birthday party. If it’s not 2 common
picnic or birthday party, but a group having a special event, a political group, or whatever the extras
categories could be, then maybe they need to ask further questions; She thinks that LST’s Event
Policy is great, it just didn’t apply because they were renting a pavilion. Maybe there needs to be
something that covers someone with a larger group for the pavilion. It would probably need to be
on the pavilion rental application. Dave said they do cover pakag under events. Maybe they need
to pick a number for the amount of people & once it goes over that number, then it turns into an
event. Event is exhaustive when it comes to diréctions of what you can & cannot do,
recommendations, going to the police & publiciworks, etc. Katrina said.that Upper Saucon
Township policy covered if there was a pavilion rental over a certain number, there would be a need
for more information provided. She believes it could be that simple. There could:still be someone
who lies about the number, but then the township could flag them for the future if they tried to rent
again. Atom said the size limit makes sense, as a birthday. party for 200 could be destructive, Dave
asked if they wanted to make a recommendation to Council that simple reservations cannot be for
more than a specified amount of people. Atom said the size limits might vary, depending on what
park was used. He said maybe it can. be detelmmed by the amount of parking spaces at each paik

people on the campus. He said they can recommend that there should be a limit to the number of
people that can attend a single reservation. If it’s over:a certain number it would trigger the event
status. The engineers -& planners for the township could help to get those numbers. Niloofar
Aflatooni said that she found that Upper Saucon Township’s policy said that if it’s over 150 people,

they need to get approval. Katrina said shed be more comfortable with 100 people, but that they
could use-some. of their language as a sample_to cover what they are talking about & leave the
events policy alone. -Frank Thompson said he agzees that what happened in the past was an incident
& it could stﬂI happen again, even. At they 1e—w1ote ail of the rules If they focus on sme/numbel of

_ differ ent amount.of people ‘The engmeels & planners could make a recommendation to establish
_.'when a rental of the pav1hon becomes an event. They might come back & say that it’s 150 people,
“.that it depends on the parking,.or give a specific number for each individual park. They could

“present those numbers to the Parks & Rec Board for review & then Parks & Rec could make their

recommendation to Council. It is very important to make the use of the parks easy during this
pandemic, Dave said they can make a motion to Council that there is a size limitation on the
pavﬂlon reservation system but that they further recommend that Council’s consultants guide them
in their analysis of the size limitation. Niloo said that Bethlehem Township has limits listed for
individual pavilions in their township. She thinks it would be good to know the capacity for each
park. Dave said that they should include in their motion that each pavilion is unique in their
number/limit. The engineers & consultants that helped put the parks together would have the plans
at their fingertips. They probably know how many parking spaces are in each park, how big the
pavilions are, and how many picnic tables are there. Katrina said she would go along with Dave’s
motion, as long as they were saying a certain number would kick it to an event & not just looking at
the capacity. She would be concerned if they didn’t have any number listed as they could just come
back & say this is how many they can accommodate and they end up right back where they started.
Dave asked Katrina for clarification on what she would like the motion to say. Katrina said the
capacity that is currently how the Township handies it -- that particular group was given the capacity
& they said, yes, that’s our capacity and then they exceeded it — if they would have something
saying over a number of people, they could have said they’d like to look at it as an event,
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11.

12.

'Ad]0u1 nment

Dave made a motion to recommend to Council that there be a capacity limit on every pavilion and
park. For every park reservation, if their application exceeds that number, they are then triggered
into an event status. Katrina seconded Dave’s motion.

Katrina asked if they were making any recommendation about the particular group renting again.
Dave said that he’s been at the parks plenty of times when there were people parked on the grass &
heard swearing. They cannot let the emotions of their current times overtake them. He believes no
laws were broken. The only thing that someone could do is not allow them to rent in the future. He
does not believe the solicitor would be in favor for a recommendation like that. Atom said there are
accusations that they misrepresented themselves versus what they told.the public about their event.
If that is accurate, it could mean that they are untrustworthy to deal. with in the future. Katrina said
maybe a letter or email could be sent to say that things were brought to their attention & address
what happened. She doesn’t want to set a precedent that if they come again & decide not to follow
the rules, nothing will come of it. She said during the Council meeting, an attendee had said that
she felt like she was being harassed & went up to a pollce officer to file'a complaint. She was told
that she had to go to the event organizer. It’s concerningto her that someone felt unsafe in the park.
She knows that’s not their matter to deal with, but it was upsetting to hear that someone felt
uncomfortable while they were just going to the paik She wants to be cautioys & remember that
however they respond to this, they treat each ong the same. “She said she noticed that you have to
put your application no later than 60 days out — that’s a far in-advance number. Maybe they could
reduce that a little? Dave said that’s for events, as opposed to a pavilion rental. It goes to Police,
Parks & Rec committee, Fire Malshai and Council. Because of the timing of meetings, that’s why
they have it at 60 days. % -

Frank said it’s his understanding that Dave made a motlon & hé’d_:-']__iké to finish making the motion.
All voted in favor, S o

* Brenda Detweiler said that the Township received a check from Motorcar Paint Protection for
$3,310.00 in recreation fees to allocate to a’park. Town Hall Park would be the closest park. Dave
Spirk made the motion to recommend to Council to allocate the check in the amount of $3,310.00
from Motorcar Paint Protection to Town Hall Park, specifically to go to the rehabilitation of the
stage located at Town Hall Palk, second by annk Thompson; motion passed 5-0 (Tom Butera, Bill

Ross - absent)

Public Comment-'%.None

Motion to adjourn by Fiank Thompson at 7:45 p.m.; second by Niloofar Aflatooni. Motion passed 5-0
(Tom’ B.utela Bill Ross — Absent).

Next Meetmg
Monday, Decembel 7 2020 via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
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